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President: Kathleen Ruperto-Ferrara 
 

“The actions we take as parents, I believe, directly impact our children's experiences. As an educator for 17 years, 
former Watchung PTO Executive Board Member, and current active member, running for PTO President is a direct 
way that I can continue to contribute, support, and maintain my involvement with the PTO events and activities.  As 
president I would work to continuously promote and implement ways to impact the overall well-being of our 
children.  The Watchung community is a vital source that leads to creating precious memories for our children.  My 
vision is to support our children, emphasizing the importance of fun and enriching activities for our students and their 
families to enjoy, which is paramount in the current conditions of our world. 
 
Since the time my daughter Sophia (7) started at Bayberry 3 years ago, I have served on the PTO Executive Board for 
1.5 years as Corresponding Secretary where I volunteered hundreds of hours in coordinating, facilitating, chairing a 
cookie dough fundraiser, co-chairing the Sweetheart Dance, establishing and managing the social network: 
Watchung PTO Facebook page, maintaining the Watchung PTO website, gathering information and disseminating 
emails, and personally decorating Bayberry's foyer every season to keep a smile on our children 's faces.  Together, 
as a community of working parents, we can make a huge difference for our children and build those wonderful 
memories we desire for them.” 
 

1st Vice President: Sonia Matinho 
 

“I have been an active member of the Watchung PTO since 2016.  Over this time, I have served on the Executive Board 
as First Vice President and as Second Vice President.  I even chaired events such as the Sweetheart Dance.  I have also 
been a chair/co-chair and a volunteer for fundraisers and school events such as Kid Stuff Coupon Book, Book Fair, Art 
Show, Holiday Boutique, Pasta Fundraiser, School Yearbook, Schoolstore, Class Parent, and Library volunteer.  I 
believe my experience on the Watchung PTO Executive Board, school events, and community organizations will be 
beneficial to ensure the PTO enhances our children’s academic and social experience in Watchung as well as build 
fun lifelong memories.  As a mom of 3, my perspectives haven't changed, and I want the PTO to be an organization 
that will focus on our kids’ needs first.  I look forward to building upon the programs that exist while adding new 
ideas and broader parent participation. Thank you for your consideration.” 

 

2nd Vice President: Rebecca Khurana 
 

“I’m a mother of two girls who have been part of the Watchung school system for the past couple of years.  As my 
kids grow older and closer and closer to college age, I want to be a part of their experiences at school and contribute 
what I can to make it amazing.  I am a User Experience designer, managing a global team of 10 designers at Deutsche 
Bank.  I can apply my skills to help find solutions and roll up my sleeves to see something happen for all the kids in 
the Watchung school system.  I moved here from a different larger district, and I have really been inspired by the 
close-knit community here in Watchung.  I’d really look forward to getting to know my fellow neighbors! If chosen as 
2nd Vice President, I commit to adhering to the mission of the Watchung PTO and be active in all the activities.  Thank 
you all for your consideration.” 
 
Corresponding Secretary: Mariam Meghdari 
 

"I enjoy organizing events and interacting with other members of our community to enrich the environment in which 
our kids are growing up. The Watchung PTO is an amazing organization that supports our kids and I’d like to continue 
to be a part of that. I have enjoyed my time as Corresponding Secretary this year and would like to continue next year 
if chosen by the membership. I believe in being a good team player and giving each person a safe place to have a 
voice and be heard. I would like to continue to help make the PTO an inclusive space where all parents regardless of 
the amount of time and interest they have feel welcome to participate.” 

 



 
 
Treasurer: Chandri Sivakumar 
 

“As a member of this community and a mother of three children in Watchung Borough School District, I would like to 
take this opportunity to help PTO as a Treasurer. 
 
My friends have trusted and nominated me as a Treasurer in the school year 2021 – 2022.  The most important duty 
of a Treasurer is to be a good custodian of the PTO’s money.  Therefore, I will use my full potential to work and 
complete the mission in chosen. 
 
I have been working in school environment since 1997 in different roles in various countries with diverse culture. 
 
I will be able to carry out my duty as a Treasurer to your satisfaction.  Thank you for your consideration.” 
 


