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Welcome to Meadowbrook Elementary

We know getting back to school is a busy 
time, so here’s a list of things to do to help you 
get organized:

Your Back-to-School TO DO List

A Parent’s “Back to School” Guide

INSIDE THE

Meadowbrooklet
Parent’s “Back to School” Guide

From the Desk of the Principal

Meadowbrook Teachers

PTO Board

Arrival & Dismissal

Safety Measures and RLA
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PTO Programs and Fundraisers
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The Meadowbrook PTO has always been here to 
support and encourage the communication 
between students, families, our school and the 
community.  

More than ever we want to promote a closer 
relationship between our families and our school 
to help enrich our children’s educational and 
developmental experiences.

Thank you for your continued support!

Sign-up or renew your PTO 
Membership

Support the Hassle Free Fundraiser

Purchase Meadow Spirit Wear 
and Birthday Signs

Sign-up for volunteer opportunities
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From the Desk of  the Principal

IMPORTANT DATES:

August 19 August 21

We’re extremely excited to begin the 2020-21 school year.  Welcome 
back to our returning families, and a special welcome to all of our 
new Meadowbrook families.  We know this year will be different than 
any previous school experience for all of us, and we’re committed to 
creating a positive year of learning and new friendships for all 
students, whether remote or in-person at Meadowbrook.

Our teachers have been participating in staff development through-
out the summer, with a balance of in-person and remote learning 
strategies, in the event that we need to pivot to remote for all 
students.  We will be implementing a new math program this year, 
Bridges, so much of the teachers’ learning has been centered on 
math.  We’re looking forward to utilizing this new curriculum.

Because of the remote option and several retirements at the end of last year, we have many new teachers 
this school year.  Teachers new to Meadowbrook are Lauren Israel (first grade), Jamie Flood (third grade), 
Katie de Loys (fourth grade), Killeen Nass and Paige Jepsersen (fifth grade), Diane Stein (art), Tyler Tampier 
(physical education) and Sam Fishman (foundational).  We also have multiple support teachers that have 
moved into classroom teacher positions, remote and in-person, as well as 11 assistants new to Meadow-
brook.  Welcome to all of our new staff members!

It is a tremendous privilege to be principal at Meadowbrook.  I’m blessed to be surrounded by wonderful 
children, families and committed teachers.  While the circumstances are less than ideal, we will do our very 
best to provide an enriching experience for your children this year.

Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we’ll see you soon!

Pat Thome

First Day of School

In-Person 
8:30am - 3:30pm

Remote
9:00am - 3:00pm

August 24

Remote Learning Academy
iPad pick-up at NBJH
10:30am-12:30pm

Meet the Teacher
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Remote Teachers

Jenn Ladd
David Mangless

Maria Scott

Luanne Kowalke
Gay Dodge

First Grade

Remote Teachers

Sandy Broderick
Lauren Israel
Natalie Krsek
Terese Rick

Brittany Farris

Shana Silver

Meet the Teachers of Meadowbrook School.  If you need to reach out to any of the Teachers via 
email, please visit the Staff directory page at: 

http://northbrook28-meadowbrook.ss9.sharpschool.com/about/staff_directory

Kindergarten

Remote Teachers

Heather Fried
Maggie McElvain

Jean Viviano

Lance Brinkman
Katie Schmitt

Second Grade

Remote Teachers

Katie de Loys
Jamie Goodsnyder

Katie Wetter
Hillary Yanai

Jeremy Shea

Fourth Grade

Remote Teachers

Kara Barus
Jamie Flood
Lori Morrissey

Alli Weiner

Meg Sullivan

Third Grade

Remote Teachers

Michelle Hitzman
Jessica Lifshitz
Killeen Nass

Kate Robinson
Paige Jepsersen

Kathryn Mazzarella
Jen Rogowin

Fifth Grade

2020-21 Meadowbrook Teachers
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PTO Board Members

Carrie Hughes
President

Emily Hoesly
Treasurer

Karyn Tefka
VP Fundraising

Caryn Chalmers
VP Programs

Kathy McNamara
VP Room Parents

Shirley Singh
Communications Secretary

Carron Degrass
Recording Secretary

Gaby Cederlund
Website Manager

A message from the PTO Board

Volunteer Opportunities

Dear Meadowbrook Families,
We are very excited to begin the new school year and have been working
hard on coordinating events, activities and programs that will enhance our 
students' educational experiences and bring the Meadowbrook families 
together.  PTO meetings are generally the second Wednesday of each 
month at 9:15 am (via Zoom).  Visit www.meadowbrookpto.com for more 
information. We hope to see you there!

In this newsletter, you will read about:

If you ever have any questions, comments or suggestions please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  We are here to help make the school year run 
smoothly for you.

General Volunteer Pool

Back-to-school Bus Ride
Volunteer to ride the bus to help students adjust to the 
first few days of school

Meadowbrook PTO relies on your volunteer support to help keep our children safe and to make various 
events and fundraisers a success.  Sign-up to be a commitee chair person or volunteer to any of these 
programs and more at www.meadowbrookpto.com

Birthday Sign
Distribute Birthday signs within your neighbor-
hood and make a child’s birthday extra special

Join the general volunteer pool.  A committee
chair with reach out to you whenever volunteer
opportunities are available throughout the year

Project RED
Project RED is a year-long effort to teach students to 
"Respect Everyone's Differences." In the past, activities 
included signing the RED Pledge, painting Kindness 
Rocks with buddy classes, and a special presentation 
in the spring

Block Parents
Sign-up to provide a safe place for students in your 
neighborhood

School safety measures for COVID 19

Teacher grant program

Hassle free fundraiser

PTO website and mobile app
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Students in kindergarten and first grade will enter 
their classrooms through the exterior doors to their 
classroom.  Classroom assistants and/or teachers 
will be outside the doors waiting for students to 
arrive.  Students in second grade will enter through 
the main entrance, and students in grades 3-5 
will enter through one of the three doors off the 
playground areas. Adults will be supervising each 
of the playground door areas to guide students 
and enforce social distancing expectations.  

Students that arrive by car should be dropped off 
in the front lot along the curb.  Supervisors will be on duty and will help guide the 
children to the correct entrance. Please follow the times below, as best possible, 
when dropping off your children.

Arrival and Dismissal
Students arriving in a Parent Vehicle, Walking or on a Bike

Students arriving by Bus

Cell phones
Cell phone use is prohibited by law while driving in school zones.   Do not use your cell 
phone while in the school building or during field trips, and turn off the ringer while in 
school.  The phone can be a distraction to our students and the teaching environment.

Students arriving by bus before 8:30 will be dropped off just west of the front parking 
lot exit. Supervisors will walk them to the building along the sidewalk and guide them 
to their appropriate entrance. Buses that 
arrive after 8:30 will drop off students at the 
main entrance, and supervisors will help get 
children to their classrooms.

School Parking
Park your car in the school parking lot or in a legal 
parking zone on the street.  Do not park in the handi-
cap spots unless you have a valid handicap placard.  
Do not park in the bus zones.  There are mid-day 
dismissals, field trips and safety regulations that 
require an open lane at all times.  Do not leave your 
car idle in the lot.
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Arrival and Dismissal

8:15-8:20 Grades 4, 5 and younger siblings
8:20-8:25 Grades 2, 3 and younger siblings
8:25-8:30 Grades K and 1

8:30-8:35 Buses drop at main entrance

Once inside, students will be seated in 
their assigned area in their classroom.  
When all students have arrived, they will 
move in groups of 2-3 to put materials 
and belongings in their lockers.  Student 
locker groups will be formed based on 
lockers that are 6 feet apart.

Dismissal
Students will be dismissed by their last name following the alphabetical order below.   Parents in vehicles 
should follow pick up procedures similar to prior years, entering the parking lot from the east, along 
Walters Avenue.  Please do not enter from the west, as you will not be able to make a left turn into the 
parking lot.  Also, parents/guardians will not be allowed to park in the lot to pick children up.  You must 
remain in your car, in line along the curb, and we will bring your children to your vehicle.  Children will 
load on the passenger side of the vehicle.  Having everyone follow these guidelines will help the traffic 
move more swiftly and keep all children safe.  Please have your bright name card displayed where our 
supervisors can see it.

3:12-3:20 Buses load
3:20 Buses depart
3:20-3:25 Last name begins with A-G, Pink
3:25-3:30 Last name begins with H-P, Blue
3:30-3:35 Last name begins with Q-Z, Green

* If you need to change your child’s dismissal plan on any given day, this must be communicated to the 
school office by 1:00.  The only exception would be a family emergency.

Student Arrivals - Points of Entry

Arrival Times and Doors

Goodsnyder
de Loys

Yanai
Flood

Wetter

Robinson
Nass

Hitzman
Jepsersen

Lifshitz
Weiner
Barus
Morrissey

Scott

Krsek

Mangless

Ladd
Broderick

Fried

Rick / Farris

Israel
McElvain
Viviano

Pick-up Traffic

Show consideration for our neighbors who live near 
Meadowbrook.  While waiting in your vehicle on 
Walters Avenue for afternoon pick-up, do not block 
driveways so residents there can enter and exit 
their homes easily.
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Safe Learning and Staying Connected

Here are are few reminders on the safety measures that need to be taken in order to keep our in-person 
students and staff safe:

All students and staff will be required to wear face 
coverings, covering their nose and mouth, while inside the 
building. Parents, please send your child to school wearing 
a mask with a second, clean mask to put on after lunch. 
Teachers will ask for 1-2 extra masks to keep in lockers as 
well. Please refer to the district communication regarding 
the types of masks allowed (e.g., no fleece gaiters or ban-
dana type coverings). 

All student desks have been placed 6-feet apart. Teachers can interact with students for a few 
minutes at a time closer than 6 feet (e.g., passing out papers, giving individual feedback on an 
assignment) and may also use a face shield or plexiglass divider provided by the district. 

All parents must “self-certify” their student’s health before the student arrives to school, or boards 
the school bus every day. This simple self-certification survey will help ensure that everyone is 
taking part in the collective effort of keeping our students and staff safe.

Parents are encouraged to conduct school business via email or phone.

If coming to the school is absolutely necessary, visitors will be limited to the front office and are 
required to wear a mask to enter.

Remote Learning Academy Tips

Safety Measures for COVID-19

Here are some tips on preparing for Remote Learning Academy:

● Have all of your child’s materials for the day in one place.

● Headphones can help keep distractions away.

● Post a daily schedule to helps students know what to expect 
throughout the day.

● Support independent learning - encourage students to 
master new skills.

● Recognize the emotional impact - provide students an 
opportunity to reflect.
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PTO Website + Mobile App
All District 28 PTOs have a website!  Manage your account, pay online, volunteer, and donate 
easily by going directly to www.meadowbrookpto.com

Learn more about what your family PTO membership dues provide you:

1. Get started: www.meadowbrookpto.com

2. Log on with your account

3. Verify your student(s) information

● PTO Membership dues
● Hassle Free donations
● 5th Grade fees

● Spirit wear merchandise
● Birthday signs

4. Pay for:

5. Receive two emails with the subject lines

6. Download the mobile app on your device

● Back-to-School
● Join Committees
● General Volunteer Pool

7. Sign-up to volunteer: Please note: Each family is assigned one 
“Family” account. The family account is the 
same for multiple students in different District 
28 schools. All device users in the family 
share the same email address and pass-
word. The District 28 PTO App is activated by 
paying your family PTO dues at your 
student(s) school(s).

You can also access the link from district28pto.com website “home” tab. Greenbriar, Westmoor, 
Meadowbrook, Northbrook Junior High and the District PTO all have their own websites. Upon 
school registration, families new to the district should have received an email with their username 
and a "reset password" link. Returning families should already have username and passwords set 
up from previous years. If you forgot your password you can go to www.meadowbrookpto.com 
and click login. In the bottom right corner of the screen, enter your e-mail address and click reset 
password. Any questions, please contact Donna Sabin at donnasabin43@gmail.com

“Your Meadowbrook PTO Order Receipt” AND “School Directory App Registration Key”
Your email will contain a link to download the current version of the App.  If you already have the 
current version of the App, you do not need to reinstall. Just go to “Settings”, choose “Account 
Setup”, hit the SAVE button and resave your username and password to refresh and reactivate the 
App.  If you are a “NEW” user, download the App via the provided link and install the latest version on 
your Android or Apple device. Once installed, follow the prompts to enter your username (email 
address) and password to activate the App. Your PTO dues activation is good for up to 3 devices.
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The RED Committee's purpose is to build awareness and engage students and 
families in understanding and accepting the differences of others.  

Student's will sign the "RED Pledge" promising to Respect Each Person's Differences 
at the beginning of the school year in order to make this message part of a 
year-long conversation.  Throughout the year students will participate in activities related to cultural 
diversity and disability awareness.  If you'd like to join the effort, please let us know.  We welcome your 
ideas and would love your help!

PTO Programs & Fundraisers
Spirit Days
Every Friday is Spirit Day when the teachers, students and staff wear their school gear to show their 
Meadowbrook spirit!  You can order Spirit Wear at www.meadowbrookpto.com.  One Friday a month 
we schedule Dress-up Days to add to the fun!  Checkout the schedule so you can plan ahead.

Gift Card Plus
Gift Card Plus is a District 28 fundraiser. Proceeds are used to fund 
the Homer O. Harvey Scholarship Fund, and other family programs. 
The program offers you the opportunity to purchase gift cards three 
(3) times during the school year from more than 100 vendors in 
ultiple denominations. Each vendor contributes a percentage of the 
sales to the district.  Sales forms will be posted in the Meadowbrook 
newsletter, District 28 website, and may also be distributed through 
your child’s school folder.  You may submit your order and pay 
directly online or return your order to school by the posted deadline.  
Your school representative will contact you once the gift cards are 
available.

Jenny Marta
jmarta27@hotmail.com

Box Tops

Carrie Winkler
clberman@me.com

Did you know that each pink Box Top is worth 10¢ to Meadowbrook? 
Clipping Box Tops from products you regularly buy is a quick and easy way 
to help fundraise.  Since collecting began in 2007, the PTO has received 
more than $12,300 from the Box Tops for Education Program.  

Be on the lookout for our collection sheets and classroom contests throughout the year.  You can also 
send in your Box Tops to school at anytime. Please always include your Child’s name / Teacher Name.  
For a full list of products with Box Tops, just go to www.boxtops4education.com.  Thanks for clipping!

Dress-up Day Schedule
September 25

October 30
November 20

December 11
January 29

February 26
March 19

April 23

Neon Day
Mismatched Socks Day
Where’s Waldo Day
(Dress up as Waldo)

Ugly Sweater Day
Musician Day
(Dress like your favorite musician / music genre)

Polka-dot vs. Stripes Day
Sports Day
(Show off your favorite sport or sports team)

Time Travel Day
(Dress in something from another time)

RED Committee: Respect Each Difference

Regina Aniolowski
rhasse85@gmail.com
Karyn Tefka
karyntefka@yahoo.com
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The Hassle Free Fundraiser is an opportunity for families to support Meadowbrook by simply
making a donation. In the past, Hassle Free Fundraising donations have been used to support in person 
student programs, family events and contributions to community events.  This year the PTO has decided to 
fund those programs from other sources and direct Hassle Free Funds to support our staff.

Some funds will continue to support grants as our dedicated teachers come up with new, innovative 
classroom or online tools to help our Stars learn.  But we’ll also need to change it up a bit and teacher 
support might include:

Jenn Loewy
jennifer.loewy@gmail.com

● A special boxed lunch
● A visit from the ice cream truck
● Individual spa items to take home and relax
● Lanyards to hold their masks

The PTO has formed a committee dedicated to supporting teachers and finding the best use for the 
funds we raise.  The PTO and the Meadowbrook Staff are grateful for any amount you are able to give!

You can donate to the Hassle Free Fundraiser at www.meadowbrookpto.com.

Meadowbrook Hassle Free Fundraiser

Virtual Family Event

Scholastic Book Fair
September 14-27, 2020
This year, we will be doing a Scholastic Virtual Book Fair.  More 
information to come!
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Back-to-School

We are paperless, so you can pay for all your fees, Hassle Free donations and Birthday Signs online at 
www.meadowbrookpto.com

• PTO Dues ($10 per Family)
• 5th Grade Events ($5 per 5th Grader)

Back-to-School Fees

Join us as we help students celebrate their birthdays and raise money 
for the PTO.  We will decorate your front lawn with a festive display of 
signs on your child’s birthday.

• $20 per birthday (if purchased by September 1)
• $25 per birthday (after September 1)

Once signs are placed on your lawn, do not remove them.  Committee 
members will remove the signs either the evening of the day of the 
birthday or the day after the birthday.

Birthday Signs

Kathy McNamara
klemcnamara@gmail.com

The beginning of the school year can be a nervous time for children, and it really makes a difference for 
them to see a parent’s face on the ride to or from school. If you’d like to volunteer to help, go to 
www.meadowbrookpto.com.

Back-to-School bus volunteers

Susan Mathein
susanmathein@gmail.com, (312) 208-8185

PTO Volunteers are ready to welcome new families to Meadowbrook by checking in after your child has 
started Meadowbrook.  They can deliver information and help answer any questions you may have.  They 
also place a “New Meadowbrook Student” sign in your yard prior to school starting. If you prefer NOT to 
have the sign, contact the chair listed below. 

New Family Liaison

Block Parent Day - September 8, 2020

Samantha Neave
samneave12@gmail.com

Block Parents are volunteers who are home most days when students 
are going to and from school and are available to help a student 
should a problem arise.  These parents will be outside their homes on 
September 8th so students can get to know them and their home.

A red block parent sign will be displayed in a front window of their home 
to identify it as a safe place in case of an emergency.

Review the above logo with your child and explain that it will be printed on a red 
sign.  If you notice there is not a red sign on your block, and would like to volunteer please 
sign-up at www.meadowbrookpto.com.

Karyn Tefka
karyntefka@yahoo.com
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Lunch, Snack and Recess
We have created a schedule where students will not typically eat in their classrooms. 
When the weather cooperates, classes will eat outside. In inclement weather, we will make use of the 
three tents on our property and our lower gym and lunchroom to split up classes. The only time a class 
may eat in the classroom is in the event of severe weather that prevents us from being outside.

Students may go home for lunch as long as a parent or guardian 
signs a release form with the main office and communicates the 
plan with the teacher in advance. Please contact Annie Danstrom 
in Meadowbrook’s office if you would like to request a form.

Students will have a morning and afternoon recess scheduled 
each day. This will provide a mask break as students can take off 
masks while outside and more than 6 feet from others. Classes will 
play in specific zones with equipment dedicated to the individual 
class and cleaned after each use.

We will incorporate snack time into our outdoor recess schedule. 
Please send a healthy snack for your child, including fruit and veg-
etables and other options that are preferably low in refined sugar. 
Please do not send cookies, chips or other junk food to school with 
your child for snack.

We are not currently offering PTO pizza days or Marla’s Brown Bag lunches.

Food and Allergy Committee

The Food and Allergy Committee helps
guide and advise on food orders for
school and PTO events.  We also keep
parents informed about school-wide
events that provide food.  If you would
like to be a part of the committee,
or if your child has a food allergy or 
restriction, please reach out to us.
Food and Allergy Committee Chairs

Debby Beerman
dibeerman@hotmail.com
Carrie Winkler
clberman@me.com

We are looking forward to welcoming back students, teachers and staff!  Please visit 
www.meadowbrookpto.com to purchase your Meadowbrook Spirit Wear.

Meadowbrook Spirit Wear

Picnic Blanket
$10

Adult Mask
$10

Youth Mask
$10

Mask Lanyard
$5
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2020 - 2021 PTO Committee Chairs
If you would like to get involved in any of these PTO committees, please contact the Chairs 
listed here or sign up and volunteer for committees at www.meadowbrookpto.com.

School Programs
Art Show

Grant
Science Fair

5th Grade Yearbook
5th Grade Breakfast and Awards

Project RED
Ice Cream Social and Family Picnic

Showcase

Molly Mackey
Debby Beerman, Lorena Stevenson and Donna Sabin
Aileen Porta and Caryn Chalmers
TBD
Julie Shaw and Debbie Beerman
Regina Aniolowski and Karyn Tefka
Sara Giannoulias and Paige Wenk
TBD

Hospitality
Teacher Support 2020

Hospitality
Teacher Appreciation Week

Lisa Raju
Beata Redzisz
Emily Kooistra, Donna Sabin and Lorena Stevenson

District 28 Programs
Gift Card Plus

Sister School in Kenya
HOH 5k Run, Walk & Kids Fun Run

Jenny Marta
TBD
TBD

Parent & Family Services
Outreach Programs

Back-to-School Bus Volunteer
Block Parents, Health and Safety

Food and Allergy
Meadowbrooklet

New Family Liaison
Website

General Volunteer

Kathy McNamara
Samantha Neave
Debby Beerman and Carrie Winkler
Carrie Hughes, Emily Hoesly and Kristine Lewis
Susan Mathein
Gabrielle Cederlund and Donna Sabin
Carrie Hughes

General Fundraising
Birthday Signs

Box Tops
Book Fair
PTO Store

School Supplies

Karyn Tefka
Carrie Winkler
Jenn Loewy
Jodi Levin and Jenn Loewy
Emily Green
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