Meadowbrook PTO presents

The Meadowbrooklet
School Year 2021 - 2022

Welcome back Meadowbrook Stars!

Important Dates
New Family Orientation
August 11

Deadline to order for the
first week of Marla’s Lunch
August 17

Meet the Teacher

August 17 - Kindergarten (in-person)
August 18 - Grades 1-5 (zoom)

First Day of School
August 19

Coffee with the
Principal
August 20
8:45am

Curriculum Night
August 26
6:30 - 7:30pm

Highlights
UPDATED! Arrival & Dismissal
Page 5-6

Special Lunch
Marla’s Lunch Ordering Info
Page 11

Questions and feedback about the Meadowbrooklet?
We’d love to hear from you! Send us an email at d28.meadowbrooklet@gmail.com

Find us on:

A Parent’s “Back to School” Guide
Welcome to Meadowbrook Elementary

INSIDE THE

The Meadowbrook PTO has always been here to
support and encourage the communication
between students, families, our school and the
community.
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More than ever we want to promote a closer
relationship between our families and our school
to help enrich our children’s educational and
developmental experiences.
Thank you for your continued support!

Meadowbrooklet

Your Back-to-School TO DO List

Spirit Day

We know getting back to school is a busy
time, so here’s a list of things to do to help you
get organized:

Gift Card Plus
Box Tops
Project RED

Sign-up or renew your PTO
Membership
Support the Hassle Free Fundraiser

Purchase Meadow Spirit Wear
and Birthday Signs

Hassle Free Fundraiser
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Virtual Book Fair
Back-to-School

11-12

Special Lunch - Marla’s Lunch Orders
PTO Fees
Birthday Signs
New Families

Sign-up for volunteer opportunities

Block Parents
PTO Committee Chairs
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Spirit Wear
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From the Desk of the Principal
new Meadowbrook families. This will be another unique school year,
and we’re thrilled to have all of our students back in-person. We hope
to fill the school year with wonderful memories for all of our
students!
Our teachers have once again been participating in staff development throughout the summer. We will be implementing year 2 of our
new math program this year, Bridges, so much of the teachers’ learning this curriculum with updated social distancing requirements.
The changes should allow students the opportunity to interact with
each other more during guided practice with skills.
We have several new staff members this school year. Teachers new to Meadowbrook will be Elizabeth
Immer (Science Lab) and Brigette Hurst (Instructional Facilitator). New support staff members are Colleen
Sangunetti (Kindergarten Assistant with Mrs. Scott), Jenny Patap (Fourth Grade Assistant with Mrs. Goodsnyder) and Kate Walsh (Fourth Grade Assistant with Mrs. Wetter). We also have many assistants that have
changed grade levels.
It is a tremendous privilege to be the principal at Meadowbrook. I have been blessed to be surrounded by
my career on a high note and making this year the best for myself and for everyone around me.
Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we’ll see you soon!
Pat Thome

IMPORTANT DATES:
August 17
Kindergarten
Meet the Teacher (in-person)

August 18
Grade 1-5
Meet the Teacher

August 19
First Day of School
8:30am - 3:30pm

PTO Headquarters
12:00pm
Deadline to order lunch for
the first full week of school
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2021-22 Meadowbrook Teachers
Meet the Teachers of Meadowbrook School. If you need to reach out to any of the Teachers via
email, please visit the Staff directory page at:
http://northbrook28-meadowbrook.ss9.sharpschool.com/about/staff_directory

Kindergarten

First Grade

Christine Kim
Jenn Ladd
David Mangless
Maria Scott

Terese Rick
Brittany Farris
Lauren Israel
Shana Silver

Second Grade

Third Grade

Natalie Krsek
Maggie McElvain
Katie Schmitt
Jean Viviano

Kara Barus
Jamie Flood
Lori Morrissey
Alli Tampier

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Jamie Goodsnyder
Kileen Nass
Katie Wetter
Hillary Yanai

Michelle Hitzman
Jessica Lifshitz
Katheryn Mazzarella
Kate Robinson
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A message from the PTO Board
Dear Meadowbrook Families,
We are very excited to begin the new school year and have been working
hard on coordinating events, activities and programs that will enhance our
students' educational experiences and bring the Meadowbrook families
together. PTO meetings are generally the second Wednesday of each
month at 9:00 am (via Zoom). Visit www.meadowbrookpto.com for more
information. We hope to see you there!

PTO Board Members
Kathy McNamara
Lorena Stevenson
Co-Presidents

Emily Hoesly
Treasurer

Laura Jaeger

In this newsletter, you will read about:

VP Fundraising

Caryn Chalmers

PTO website and mobile app

VP Programs

School safety measures for COVID

Erin Dineen

Teacher grant program

VP Room Parents

Hassle free fundraiser

Christina Anderson

If you ever have any questions, comments or suggestions please do not
hesitate to contact us. We are here to help make the school year run
smoothly for you.

Communications Secretary

Kate Sweas

Recording Secretary

Donna Sabin

Website Manager

Volunteer Opportunities

Meadowbrook PTO relies on your volunteer support to help keep our children safe and to make various
events and fundraisers a success. Sign-up to be a commitee chair person or volunteer to any of these
programs and more at www.meadowbrookpto.com

Hospitality

Birthday Sign

Organize PTO special events including: Staff/Room
Parent Luncheon, Holiday Staff Lunch, Field Day and
dinner for teachers during conferences. (Cooking is
not required.)

Distribute Birthday signs within your neighborhood and make a child’s birthday extra special

Project RED

Fifth Grade Yearbook & Slideshow

Project RED is a year-long effort to teach students to
"Respect Everyone's Differences." In the past, activities
included signing the RED Pledge, painting Kindness
Rocks with buddy classes, and a special presentation
in the spring

Work with publisher to organize and print the 5th
grade yearbook. The yearbook is exclusive to
the 5th grade class, and as such, a special and
unique keepsake

General Volunteer Pool
Join the general volunteer pool. A committee
chair with reach out to you whenever volunteer
opportunities are available throughout the year
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Arrival and Dismissal
Please reference this aerial map to see where your child will enter and exit the building each day.

Arrival Times and Doors
8:15-8:20 Grades 4, 5 and younger siblings
8:20-8:25 Grades 2, 3 and younger siblings
8:25-8:30 Grades K and 1
Once inside, students will be seated in their
assigned area in their classroom. When all
students have arrived, they will move in
groups of 4-5 to put materials and belongings
in their lockers. Student locker groups will be
formed based on lockers that are at least 3
feet apart.

ARRIVAL
Students arriving in a Parent Vehicle, Walking or on a Bike
Students in kindergarten and first grade will enter their classrooms through the exterior
doors to their classroom. Classroom assistants and/or teachers will be outside the doors
waiting for students to arrive. Students in second grade will enter through the main
entrance, and students in grades 3-5 will enter through one of the three doors off the
playground areas. Adults will be supervising each of the playground door areas to guide students and
enforce social distancing expectations.
Students that arrive by car should be dropped off in the front lot along the curb. Supervisors will be on duty
and will help guide the children to the correct entrance. Please follow the arrival times noted above, as best
possible, when dropping off your children.

Cell phones
Cell phone use is prohibited by law while driving in school zones. Do not use your cell
phone while in the school building or during field trip, and turn off the ringer while in
school. The phone can be a distraction to our students and the teaching environment.
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Arrival and Dismissal
Students arriving by Bus
Students arriving by bus before 8:30 will be dropped off on the west end of the front
parking lot. Supervisors will walk them to the building along the sidewalk and guide
them to their appropriate entrance. Buses that arrive after 8:30 will drop off students at
the main entrance, and supervisors will help get children to their classrooms.

Late Arrivals
In past years, we required parents to come into the building and sign in tardy students. Like last
year, we are again asking parents to call the office on their cell phone, and a staff member will
let your child in. The tardy bell will ring at 8:35, but we will relax this time for the first several weeks
of school.

DISMISSAL
Students Being Picked Up by a Parent in a Vehicle, Walking or Riding a Bike
This year, students will be dismissed at 3:30pm. Parents in vehicles should follow pick up procedures similar to
prior years, entering the parking lot from the east, along Walters Avenue. Please do not enter from the west,
as you will not be able to make a left turn into the parking lot. Also, parents/guardians will not be allowed to park in the lot to pick children up.
You must remain in your car, in line along the curb, and we will bring your
children to your vehicle. Children will load on the passenger side of the
vehicle. Having everyone follow these guidelines helps the traffic move
more swiftly and keep all children safe. Please have your bright name
card displayed where our supervisors can see it. We will send these cards
home on the first day of school.
3:23-3:28 Buses load
3:28-3:29 Buses depart
3:30 All other students are dismissed
* If you need to change your child’s dismissal plan on any given day, this must be communicated to the school
office by 1:00. The only exception would be a family emergency.

Pick-up Traffic
Show consideration for our neighbors who live near Meadowbrook. While waiting in your
vehicle on Walters Avenue for afternoon pick-up, do not block driveways so residents there
can enter and exit their homes easily.

6

Safety Measures
Safety measures for in-person students and staff
We continue to follow guidance from the IL Department of Health and the IL State Board of Education,
here are a few reminders and updates.
All students and staff will be required to wear face
coverings, covering their nose and mouth, while inside the
building. Parents, please send your child to school wearing
a mask with a second, clean mask to put on after lunch.
Teachers will ask for 1-2 extra masks to keep in lockers
as well. Please refer to district communication regarding the
types of masks allowed.
All student desks have been placed at least 3 feet apart.
Teachers can interact with students for a few minutes at a time closer than 3 feet (e.g., passing
out papers, giving individual feedback on an assignment) and may also use a face shield or
Plexiglas divider provided by the district.
All parents must “self-certify” their student’s health via CrisisGo before the student arrives to
school, or boards the school bus every day. This simple self-certification survey will help ensure
that everyone is taking part in the collective effort of keeping our students and staff safe. Our
district office staff will share more details about the expectations for this process.
Our school nurse, Pam Streeter, or I will share health information and updates as they becomes
available.

Lunch, Snack and Recess
When the weather cooperates, classes will eat snack and lunch outside. In inclement weather, we will
make use of the tents on our property and our upper gym to split up classes where we cannot safely
distance within the classroom. Your child’s teacher will reach out with specifics if the class will be eating
in their classroom at different times throughout the year. Students may go home for lunch as long as
a parent or guardian signs a release form with the main office and communicates the plan with the
teacher in advance. Please contact Annie Danstrom if you would like to request a form. Students who
have a signed permission form must exit and re-enter the building for lunch through the school's main
entrance.
Students will have scheduled mask breaks during P.E. and recess while outdoors, as well as while eating
lunch. Classes will have recess within specific playground zones for contact tracing purposes. Please
send a healthy snack for your child, including fruit and vegetables and other options that are
preferably low in refined sugar. Please do not send cookies, chips, or other junk food to school with your
child for snack. As the number of children with food allergies increases, we strive to make sure that all
students are included at Meadowbrook. To that end, your child’s teacher will notify you if there is an
allergen that should not be brought into the classroom.
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PTO Website + Mobile App
All District 28 PTOs have a website! Manage your account, pay online, volunteer, and donate
easily by going directly to www.meadowbrookpto.com

Learn more about what your family PTO membership dues provide you:
1. Get started: www.meadowbrookpto.com
2. Log on with your account
You can also access the link from district28pto.com website “home” tab. Greenbriar, Westmoor,
Meadowbrook, Northbrook Junior High and the District PTO all have their own websites.
New families - On Monday August 9th, families new to the district will receive an email
with instructions on how to login to the website.
Returning families - Should already have username and passwords set up from previous
years.
If you forgot your password you can go to www.meadowbrookpto.com and click login. In the
bottom right corner of the screen, enter your e-mail address and click reset password. Any questions,
please contact Donna Sabin at donnasabin43@gmail.com
3. Verify your student(s) information
4. Pay for:

PTO Membership dues
Hassle Free donations
5th Grade fees

Spirit wear merchandise
Birthday signs

5. Receive two emails with the subject lines
“Your Meadowbrook PTO Order Receipt” AND “School Directory App Registration Key”
Your email will contain a link to download the current version of the App. If you already have the
current version of the App, you do not need to reinstall. Just go to “Settings”, choose “Account
Setup”, hit the SAVE button and resave your username and password to refresh and reactivate the
App. If you are a “NEW” user, download the App via the provided link and install the latest version on
your Android or Apple device. Once installed, follow the prompts to enter your username (email
address) and password to activate the App. Your PTO dues activation is good for up to 3 devices.
6. Download the mobile app on your device
7. Sign-up to volunteer:
Back-to-School
Join Committees

Please note: Each family is assigned one
“Family” account. The family account is the
same for multiple students in different District
28 schools. All device users in the family
share the same email address and password. The District 28 PTO App is activated by
paying your family PTO dues at your
student(s) school(s).

8

PTO Programs & Fundraisers
Spirit Days
Approximately every other Friday we will have Spirit Days at Meadowbrook. Students and staff (and parents!) are encouraged to wear
Meadowbrook spirit wear or the color red. Our PTO coordinates spirit
wear purchasing and has organized some great options for this year.
Orders can be placed via the PTO website. Also, our PTO has purchased
a Meadowbrook t-shirt for every student and staff member this year!!!
These will be distributed during the first few days of school.

Dress-up Day Schedule
September 10
October 08
November 12
December 10
January 14
February 11
March 11
April 8
May 13

Crazy Hair Day
Favorite Book or
Movie Character
Pajama Day
Color Wars
Beach Day
Neon / Tie Dye
College Day
Dress as your Future Self
Favorite Sports Team

Gift Card Plus
Gift Card Plus is a District 28 fundraiser. Proceeds are used to fund the Homer O. Harvey Scholarship
Fund, and other family programs. The program offers you the opportunity to purchase gift cards three
(3) times during the school year from more than 100 vendors in ultiple denominations. Each vendor
contributes a percentage of the sales to the district. Sales forms will be posted in the Meadowbrook
newsletter, District 28 website, and may also be distributed through your child’s school folder. You may
submit your order and pay directly online or return your order to school by the posted deadline. Your
school representative will contact you once the gift cards are available.
Committee Chair: Jenny Marta
jmarta27@hotmail.com

RED Committee: Respect Everyone’s Differences
Project Red is an ongoing effort to educate the Meadowbrook community to
understand and "Respect Everyone's Differences." Through various activities,
students will be empowered to accept and include others, despite their cultural
differences, ability levels or life preferences.
Committee Chair:
Regina Aniolowski
rhasse85@gmail.com

Karyn Tefka
karyntefka@yahoo.com

Box Tops
Did you know that each pink Box Top is worth 10¢ for Meadowbrook?
While the organization no longer has us clipping and sending in Box Tops, you can still earn funds for
our school through their app. Download the Box Tops for Education app and scan your store receipt.
The app automatically recognizes participating products and provides funds for Meadowbrook…and
it is super easy!
Committee Chair: Carrie Winkler
clberman@me.com
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Meadowbrook Hassle Free Fundraiser
The Hassle Free Fundraiser is an opportunity for families to support Meadowbrook by simply making a
donation. In the past, Hassle Free Fundraising donations have been used to support student programs,
family events and contributions to community events.
Our funds will continue to support grants as our dedicated teachers come
up with new, innovative classroom or online tools to help our Stars learn.
But we’ll also change it up a bit and teacher support might include:

The PTO is dedicated to supporting teachers, staff, and students, and
finding the best use for the funds we raise. The PTO and the Meadowbrook Staff are grateful for any amount you are able to give!
You can donate to the Hassle Free Fundraiser at www.meadowbrookpto.com

Virtual Events
Coffee with the Principal

Mark your calendar
PTO MEETINGS

August 20, 2021 - 8:45am
Mr. Thome will fill you in on the everyday school happening as well as answer
questions in a casual atmosphere. Don’t forget to bring your own coffee!

Curriculum Night
August 26, 2021
Learn more about your child’s daily schedule and classroom activities from
their teacher. There will also be an introduction to the classroom parent(s).

Scholastic Book Fair

Join the Meadowbrook PTO Board
and Mr. Thome every month at
9:00am to learn about updates
and exciting news going on in the
school!
September 08
October 13
November 10
December 08
January 12
February 09
March 09
April 13
May 11

February 14 - 17, 2022
The Book Fairs are to be determined based on in-person events
being held at school. Our hope is to do the winter book fair but will
be postponing the September fair due to COVID restrictions.
Committee Chair: Jenn Loewy
jennifer.loewy@gmail.com
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Back-to-School
Special Lunch (Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays)
What is a Special Lunch?
A freshly made lunch you can order for your child that is delivered to Meadowbrook on most Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Choose from a wide array of menu options from rotating local restaurants.
Everytime you order lunch, a portion of the sales goes directly to Meadowbrook PTO programs.
Who is responsible for Special Lunch?
Meadowbrook PTO has hired school lunch management service, Marla’s Lunch.
How to order Special Lunch:
Order online at https://marlaslunch.boonli.com/. Orders can be placed weekly, month-to-month or for half of the
year. Orders must be placed by Tuesday at 10am for the following week’s lunches. Menus for the second part of
the school year will be posted in December.
August 7 Ordering Begins at marlaslunch.boonli.com
August 17 Deadline to order for the first week of fall lunches
August 23 First day Special Lunch is offered

New Parents
1. Click on “Register”, then create account.
SCHOOL PASSWORD: me330
2. Sign-in with your username and password.
3. To order, click a calendar date.

Returning Parents
1. Login to marlaslunch.boonli.com
2. Update your student(s) profile.
(Select their Teacher/Grade)
3. If you need to add a new student or remove
a graduated one, click “Add” or “Remove”
profile.
4. Once all the profiles are updated, you can
begin placing orders.

Payment Information:
Marla’s Lunch accepts Debit cards, Credit cards
(Visa, Mastercard, Discover), ACH/E-Check Program.
Changes and Absenses:
For late orders, changes or cancellations, please contact Marla’s Lunch directly at
marlaslunchinfo@gmail.com or (224) 269-0068. If your child is absent, please contact Meadowbrook
by 11:00 am to pick up the lunch.
For children with allergies:
Please contact Marla directly at (312) 320-4049 so their lunches can be monitored. Lunches are peanut-free, however, many of the products are manufactured in facilities that also process peanut and
tree nuts.
Technical Website Support:
Email support@boonli.com or call (800) 381-6511
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Back-to-School
Back-to-School Fees
We are paperless, so you can pay for all your fees, Hassle Free donations and Birthday Signs online at
www.meadowbrookpto.com
• PTO Dues ($10 per Family)
• 5th Grade Events ($5 per 5th Grader)

Birthday Signs
Join us as we help students celebrate their birthdays and raise money
for the PTO. We will decorate your front lawn with a festive display of
signs on your child’s birthday. Once signs are placed on your lawn,
do not remove them. Committee members will remove the signs
either the evening of the day of the birthday or the day after the
• $20 per birthday (if purchased by September 1)
• $25 per birthday (after September 1)
Committee Chair: Laura Jaeger
laura.ranquist@gmail.com

Back-to-School bus volunteers

The beginning of the school year can be a nervous time for children, and it really makes a difference for
them to see a parent’s face on the ride to or from school. If you’d like to volunteer to help, go to
www.meadowbrookpto.com.
Committee Chair:
Jocelyn Garner
jocelyngarner@runbox.com
Gina Gipperich
gina@dibellalawyers.com

New Family Liaison

PTO Volunteers are ready to welcome new families to Meadowbrook by checking in after your child has
started Meadowbrook. They can deliver information and help answer any questions you may have. They
also place a “A Meadowbrook Star lives here” sign in your yard prior to school starting. If you prefer NOT to
have the sign, contact the chair listed below.
Committee Chair: Shirley Singh
shirleysingh77@gmail.com
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2021 - 2022 PTO Committee Chairs
If you would like to get involved in any of these PTO committees, please contact the Chairs
listed here or sign up and volunteer for committees at www.meadowbrookpto.com.

School Programs
Art Show
Grant
Science Fair
5th Grade Yearbook
5th Grade Breakfast and Awards
Project RED
Ice Cream Social and Family Picnic

Molly Mackey
Debby Beerman, Lorena Stevenson, Donna Sabin & Allie Gray
Caryn Chalmers
TBD
Carrie Winkler and Julie Gidaspow
Regina Aniolowski and Karyn Tefka
Sara Giannoulias and Paige Wenk

Hospitality
Hospitality Megan Watters
Teacher Appreciation Week Emily Kooistra & Donna Sabin

District 28 Programs
Gift Card Plus Jenny Marta
Sister School in Kenya TBD
HOH 5k Run, Walk & Kids Fun Run TBD

Parent & Family Services
Outreach Programs
Back-to-School Bus Volunteer
Food and Allergy
Meadowbrooklet
New Family Liaison
Website
General Volunteer

Gina Gipperich and Jocelyn Garner
Debby Beerman and Carrie Winkler
Kristine Lewis
Shirley Singh
Donna Sabin
Kathy McNamara and Lorena Stevenson

General Fundraising
Birthday Signs
Box Tops
Book Fair
PTO Store
School Supplies

Laura Jaeger
Carrie Winkler
Jenn Loewy
Jodi Levin and Jenn Loewy
Emily Green
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Meadowbrook Stars Spirit Wear
Stock up on your favorite Meadowbrook Spirit Wear.
Order online at www.meadowbrookpto.com. Deadline to order is September 10, 2021.
Orders are estimated to be delivered the week of September 27, 2021
Committee Chair:
Jodi Levin
plassjo@gmail.com
Jenn Loewy
jennifer.loewy@gmail.com

Pom Pom Hat
One size
$12

Flannel Pajama Pants
Youth and Adult sizes
$25

Sweat pants
Adult - $25
Youth - $20

Hooded long-sleeve T-shirt
Youth sizes only
$18

Long-sleeve T-shirt
Youth and Adult sized
$18

T-shirt
Youth and Adult sizes
$18

Hooded Sweatshirt
Adult - $38
Youth - $35
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