
Northvale PTO September 2, 2015

PTO PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to  the  Northvale  PTO!  I  hope  everyone  had  an  amazing 
summer and is excited for the 2015-2016 school year.

As  PTO  President,  and  on  behalf  of  the  incredibly  talented  and 
passionate PTO Board, I am honored to welcome you to join us for 
what promises to be a fun-filled and remarkable year.

If you are new to the Northvale Public School, you may be wondering 
what the PTO does, or how you can get involved. I hope this booklet 
will help to answer some of your questions. In the two years that my 
children have gone to school here, I have been so impressed with the 
quantity and quality of programming offered by the PTO! Our PTO 
provides such an incredible variety of programs, events, and financial 
support,  many  parents  are  not  even  aware  of  it  all.  Through  open 
communication, our goal is to keep you informed of all things PTO-
related. 

I  hope  you  will  become involved  as  a  PTO member  and  volunteer. 
There are so many worthwhile opportunities to share your skills and 
talents.  Whatever role you play, you have the ability to make a huge 
impact through the PTO! You will make new friends and are sure to 
have a good time. Most importantly, you have the chance to make a 
positive  impact  in  your  child’s  life  by being a  part  of  his/her  school 
experience. 

You can find out more on our website at www.northvalepto.com. You 
can also sign up for lunches and volunteer for committees online.

I look forward to working with you this school year!

Sarah Kirch  
PTO President
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
KEY DATES FOR SEPTEMBER

Tuesday, September 1st 

 * First Day for Teachers 

* Teacher Appreciation Breakfast (facilitated by PTO Teacher Appreciation Committee)

Wednesday, September 2nd 

 * First Day of School starts at 8:30 A.M.

* Kindergarten Parent/Guardian Welcome Breakfast at 8:30 A.M. in the APR

Monday, September 7th - School Closed for Labor Day 

Tuesday, September 8th - PTO General Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the APR

Wednesday, September 9th - Lunch Ordering Closes for Cycle 1 

Thursday, September 10th - Class Parent Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the APR 

Monday, September 14th - School Closed for Rosh Hashanah 

Tuesday, September 15th 

* PTO Lunches Begin (Cycle 1)

* Grades K-4 Back to School Night at 7:00 P.M.

Thursday, September 17th - Grades 5-8 Back to School Night at 7:00 P.M. 

Friday, September 18th - Kindergarten Family Dance 6:00 - 8:00 P.M. in the Gym 

Tuesday, September 22nd - School Picture Day 

Wednesday, September 23rd - School Closed for Yom Kippur 

2015-2016 NORTHVALE PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD 

President Sarah Kirch northvalepto441@gmail.com

VP of Community Affairs Amy Ibrahimaj amy_nkimom@yahoo.com

VP of Fundraising Kari Sedano knfcpl@aol.com

Treasurer Lorraine Briguglio lorraine.briguglio@gmail.com

Alma Giordano Corresponding Secretary almadjacs@aol.com

KellyAnn Carney Bylaws Officer carneyenterprises@yahoo.com

Aline Jamgotchian Recording Secretary aline@jamgotchian.us
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HOW THE PTO SUPPORTS  NORTHVALE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
The  Northvale  Parent-Teacher  Organization  (PTO)  is  a  501(c)(3)  nonprofit  organization  working  in 
partnership with the Northvale Public School and the Northvale Board of Education. The PTO is led by a 
group of seven parent volunteers who serve on the Executive Board.

The objectives of the PTO are:

1. To provide a structure to allow Parents, Teachers, and Administrators to offer the best possible education 
to the students of Northvale Public School.

2. To aid the students of Northvale Public School in achieving their fullest potential by providing 
educational and personal enrichment, and by encouraging the cooperative interaction of parents, teachers, 
and the community.

3. To foster greater cooperation among Parents, Teachers, and Administrators in the education of the 
students.

4. To promote the school’s educational programs and educational atmosphere by means of manpower and 
financial support. 

In recent years, PTO funds have been utilized to support incredible new additions to our school including:

• Smartboards for the classrooms 

• Ipads for student use 

• Instruments for the Band Department

• Renovations to the Playground

• New Climbing Wall and Pads on walls in the Gym

In addition, the following programs and projects are funded by the Northvale PTO on an annual or semi-
annual basis (depending on need):

• Awards and Recognitions at 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony and High School Level

• Cultural Arts Assemblies for all students in grades K-8

• Eagle Folders

• Field Day

• Kindergarten Round-Up and Family Dance

• Read-a-Thon Program

• School Recess Equipment for Outdoor Recess

• Seat Sacks for students’ supply storage in the classroom

• $1,000 Donation to each Incoming Kindergarten Class for a Bond that is Utilized for their 8th Grade 
Graduation Activities

http://www.northvalepto.com
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NORTHVALE PTO MEMBERSHIP 
The Executive Board is thrilled to welcome you to join the Northvale PTO this year. We encourage you to 
become an active participant in your child’s school. Studies show that when parents are involved in their 
child’s school, there are many benefits for the child, including: better grades and test scores, better social 
skills  and improved behavior,  more positive  attitudes  towards their  education,  a  higher  likelihood of 
graduating and continuing their education, and more! Your choice to be an active and involved participant 
in your child’s school life truly means a great deal and makes a difference on many levels.

What does it mean to be a member? 

The Northvale PTO membership year begins on October 1st and ends on the following September 30th, 
but you can join at any time throughout the year and receive the same benefits. Only registered and dues-
paying PTO members may vote at PTO meetings, so becoming a member is one way to make your voice 
heard and have a direct impact on your child’s educational environment. You help decide what we do as a 
group. You help decide where the money should go. We are always eager to hear from new members with 
new perspectives and fresh ideas, so please feel free to reach out to an Executive Board member and/or 
attend any general meeting! 

PTO Meetings 

The Northvale PTO holds general meetings once a month throughout the school year. The purpose of 
these meetings is to discuss any PTO-related business. By attending the meetings, you will learn about 
what the PTO is planning and what we have already accomplished this year. As a PTO member, you also 
have  the  opportunity  to  bring  up  ideas  for  discussion  -  so  if  you  have  a  great  idea  for  a  program, 
fundraiser, or the like, PTO meetings are the place to be! 

The PTO provides childcare during our meetings for all active members, so please feel free to bring your 
school-aged children and drop them off in the room designated for childcare each meeting. 

Please see the calendar on the homepage of the PTO website at www.northvalepto.com for dates of all of 
our general meetings. The PTO also sends out email reminders in advance of each meeting so you can be 
sure to attend! 

Class Parents 

Class Parents are an integral part of our school and serve as the PTO’s direct line of communication for 
all classroom-related needs. Your class parents will introduce themselves at the beginning of the school 
year via email and, ideally, in person at Back to School Night. Class Parents serve a vital role in assisting 
the PTO and teachers to organize classroom parties, facilitating Casino Night donations/baskets, and 
organizing teacher and student gifts. Class Parents must be active, dues-paying members of the PTO.

Any help you can provide in the classroom and/or to your Class Parents is greatly appreciated! They will 
be reaching out to you a number of times throughout the school year. If you have any classroom-related 
questions, Class Parents can be a great resource. 

Directory and Paperless Post App

One amazing benefit of becoming a PTO member is  access to the Northvale directory with contact 
information for many families!  This directory is available both online and through the Paperless Post 
Directory App for smartphones, iPads, and more. Stay connected to the PTO community anywhere you 
go! The directory is an essential tool for birthday party invitations and play dates! We are working on 
getting access to the Directory for our PTO members, and will keep you informed as to any updates.

www.northvalepto.com                                                                                                                                          �4

http://www.northvalepto.com
http://www.northvalepto.com


Northvale PTO September 2, 2015

Inclusion in the Directory is optional and you can choose what information you want to include in your 
Directory entry by going to the “My Info” tab and then selecting “My Profile” from the dropdown menu. 

• All  Directory entries will  be listed A-Z and under your FAMILY NAME. Please use the same 
family name as listed on your child’s school registration papers.

• The following information can be included at your discretion: name(s) of parent(s)/guardian(s) and 
child(ren), street address, home phone, cell phone, email, teacher/grade.

• You can choose to be excluded from the Directory by clicking on the “Exclude ALL OF MY 
INFORMATION from the Directory” button on your Account Information page. 

• The PTO is not responsible for content errors. Once you have set up an account, you may update 
your entry at any time.

PTO COMMUNICATIONS 
As with any relationship, good communication is the key to success! With so much happening at school 
and in the Northvale PTO, it is important to understand the different avenues through which you can 
find the information you need. 

Our goal is to be as efficient and environmentally friendly as possible! As such, we aim to provide the 
majority  of  our  communications via  email  and other  social  media.  This  year,  we plan to introduce a 
monthly e-newsletter to keep you up-to-date on everything PTO-related! We also send email blasts to 
remind you of upcoming events, deadlines, and more. 

In many of the classes, students have a take home folder that travels to and from school each day. In 
addition  to  being  used  for  homework,  this  mode  of  communication  is  a  vital  tool  for  any  paper 
correspondence from the PTO, the school, or your child’s teacher. Encourage your child to get in the 
habit of checking this folder with you after school; it’s a great way to learn about what s/he did during the 
school day and promote personal responsibility!

The Northvale PTO also has a Facebook page! Find and “like” us at www.facebook.com/northvalenjpto! 

PAPERLESS PTO WEBSITE INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
www.northvalepto.com 

The Northvale PTOʼs fully interactive website (www.northvalepto.com) houses everything you need 
to  know  about  the  Northvale  PTO,  its  programs,  upcoming  events,  and  other  useful  information 
including PTO Executive Board contact details, event announcements, committee chair information and 
a calendar of events for the 2015-2016 school year. The website is continually updated so we encourage you 
to bookmark the address www.northvalepto.com on your web browser and remember to check it 
frequently. 

In addition to the above, www.northvalepto.com is your “Go To” place for your PTO Membership 
Renewal, School Directory Entry, Lunch Orders, Volunteer Sign-Up, and so much more! 

Visit www.northvalepto.org to access your account by entering your email address and a unique 
password to review/ place orders, make on-line payments, manage your personal information and also 
use the “contact the Northvale PTO Board” feature under the Executive Board tab. 
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Instructions for Existing Members 

If you have already set up an account, you received an email reminding you of your UNIQUE password. 
This  email  will  prompt  you  to  visit  www.northvalepto.com  to  update  your  account  (student 
information, teacher assignment, etc.). This is a great opportunity to edit your directory entry. Once your 
account is updated, you can then proceed to place orders, etc.

Instructions for New Members 

Visit www.northvalepto.com and click “create your account” and follow the on-line instructions. Once 
you have completed the registration page, you are automatically added to the Northvale PTO database 
and will be able to start using the online features mentioned above.

Placing An Order: 

• Login to your account 

• Click on the “For Sale” tab and make your selection (Lunch Orders, Membership & Directory, 
Fundraising or Student Activities). Items for Sale will also be on the “Home” screen. 

•  Select  the  items  you  wish  to  purchase,  scroll  to  the  bottom of  the  page  and  select  “Add  to 
Shopping Cart” 

Online Payments: 

• Review your order summary and then either “Continue Shopping” or “Check Out”. 

• At the “Check Out” page, enter your form of payment and select “Complete Order”. 

• At this point, your order will be processed and you will receive an email containing a copy of your 
order, confirming that your order has been received. 

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO MAKE PAYMENTS ONLINE: 

•Update or set-up a new account as indicated above. 
•Follow the online instructions to complete your order online  
•At the “Check Out” page, select “Cash” or “Traditional Check”. 
•Print out the Order Confirmation with the Barcode and send this form to school with CASH or a 
CHECK made payable to “Northvale PTO”. The envelope should be marked with the title of the 
item you are paying for (i.e., “Lunches”, “Casino Night”, “PTO Membership”, etc.) 
(This order confirmation contains a BARCODE unique to that order). 
•The PTO will process your order by scanning the barcode and depositing the check. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOUR ONLINE ORDER CANNOT BE PROCESSED UNTIL 
YOUR PAYMENT HAS BEEN RECEIVED.

�  
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WHAT’S FOR LUNCH? 

Monday through Thursday Lunches 

The Northvale PTO facilitates a school lunch program throughout much of the school year. The lunch 
program offers a wide selection of cuisines and menu items from a variety of vendors throughout each 
week. All of our vendors have passed Health Inspections. The complete list of vendors is available on the 
PTO website under More Info     PTO Lunch Program. Please take the time to have your child try 
any of the menu items s/he might be interested in ordering. This way, you can be assured that s/he likes 
the item prior to placing your order. You may go to any food vendor for a sample. Please call the vendor in 
advance and let them know which items you would like to try, as some of the menu items are specialty 
items for our school.

Ordering  instructions  and  the  first  cycle  menu  are  available  online  on  the  Northvale  PTO website. 
Ordering will remain open for Cycle #1 through September 9th. You can order online under the For Sale 
tab. Please make sure you update your account information by entering your child’s current grade/teacher 
when you order online.

The PTO Lunch Program is 100% run by volunteers and would not exist without them. Signing up to 
serve lunch is a great way to get involved in our school and to meet new people. After you sign in to your 
account, you can sign up under Volunteer        Volunteer for Committees.  

2015/2016 Lunch Cycles 

Cycle #1 - September 15th, 2015 - October 23rd, 2015 
Online Ordering Available from August 25th - September 9th (checks/cash due September 9th)

Cycle #2 - October 26th, 2015 - December 4th, 2015 
Online Ordering Available from October 5th - October 19th (checks/cash due October 19th)

Cycle #3 -December 7th, 2015 - January 22nd, 2016 
Online Ordering Available from November 16th - November 30th (checks/cash due November 30th)

Cycle #4 -January 25th, 2016 - March 11th, 2016 
Online Ordering Available from January 4th - January 18th (checks/cash due January 18th)

Cycle #5 -March 14th, 2016 - April 29th, 2016 
Online Ordering Available from February 29th - March 7th (checks/cash due March 7th)

Cycle #6 -May 2nd, 2016 - June 10th, 2016 
Online Ordering Available from April 18th - April 25th (checks/cash due April 25th)

Friday Pizza Lunch 

Every Friday beginning on September 18th, 2015, the Northvale PTO offers a Pizza Lunch. Our vendor for 
pizza is Rudy’s Ristorante & Pizzeria in Closter. To purchase pizza for your child, you can order pizza 
coupon books on the PTO website under For Sale       Order Friday Pizza Coupon Book. The sale of 
pizza coupon books follows the same schedule as orders for Monday through Thursday lunches. 

Pizza coupon books cost $20 per book, and each book contains 10 coupons (one coupon per slice). Pizza 
can only be purchased with coupons. On Friday, send your child in to school with the correct number of 
completed coupons for the number of slices s/he will eat in his/her lunchbox. S/he will turn in the coupon 
at lunchtime in exchange for slice(s) of pizza. It’s that simple! 
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PTO PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 
The Northvale PTO sponsors many programs and events throughout the course of each school year! Our 
goal is to offer a variety of programs and events to the students and families at Northvale Public School in 
order to enhance the sense of community and cooperation,  provide educational and personal enrichment, 
and plain and simple, to have a good time! 

The PTO will  send out more detailed information on all  of  these programs and events as  the dates 
approach. However, we did want to highlight a handful!

Some of our programs and events include:

• After School Enrichment - In the winter months, the PTO provides various after school programs 
for your child to enjoy! Many of these take place at the school for your convenience, so you can 
simply pick your child up after the Enrichment Program is over. More information regarding the 
specific classes offered, dates/times, etc. will be forthcoming!

• Cultural  Enrichment  -  The  PTO selects  and  organizes  a  variety  of  educational  and  cultural 
assemblies for the school year, in collaboration with the Administration. This is one wonderful way 
that the PTO serves to augment our childrens’ educational experience.

• Kindergarten Family Dance - The Kindergarten Family Dance will be held on Friday, September 
18th from 6:00 -  8:00 P.M. in the Gym. All  current Kindergarteners and their  families (parents/
guardians and siblings) are welcome to attend to dance, play, make new friends, and enjoy! This is a 
great way to get to know the other children and families in your child’s grade and to kick off their 
school career at Northvale Public School with a night full of fun!

• Never Ending Closet - The Never Ending Closet is in its second year, and is a supply closet for 
teachers at the Northvale Public School. It has been a wonderful new resource! With PTO funds, we 
have been able to provide a variety of school supplies for all of the classrooms. For the 2015/2016 
school year, we eliminated some items from the school supply list and restocked classrooms with 
many other  supplies  so teachers  will  not  need to either  spend their  own money or  ask parents/
guardians for donations throughout the school year. 

• School  Beautification  -  This  new committee  serves  to  enhance  the  appearance  of  the  school 
grounds. We want our school community to feel proud of the way Northvale Public School looks, and 
we believe that this enhances community spirit and the desire to learn. 

• Teacher Appreciation - The Teacher Appreciation Committee facilitates a welcome breakfast for 
teachers and staff on their first day of school (September 1st this year). This Committee also organizes 
a breakfast and lunch, as well as other activities, for Teacher Appreciation Week in May. This is a 
wonderful way to express our gratitude for the incredible teaching staff we have at Northvale Public 
School!
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PTO FUNDRAISERS 
 
There are so many great and easy ways to support the PTO throughout the year, and we wanted to take 
the opportunity to provide the details here for your convenience! A number of the PTO fundraisers are 
structured so that families are not asked to spend any extra money but are simply asked to spend their 
money in a different way or collect things that would normally be discarded. Other fundraisers are great 
events for families or couples. Still others are wonderful opportunities to encourage your child’s love of 
reading or get gifts for families and friends while simultaneously supporting the PTO. Win-win!

Revenue generated via PTO fundraisers will be used to support PTO programs and activities such as: 
Family Programs and Events, Teacher Appreciation, and Leadership Awards –  just to name a few! We 
wanted to give you information about all of our regular fundraisers here, so you can get an idea for the 
wonderful variety of options available to support the PTO! More details will be forthcoming about all 
upcoming fundraisers.  

• 5K Run/Laces for Learning - This is a wonderful, fitness-oriented event that is fun for the whole 
family! There is a “fun run” for children to participate in and a 5K for older students and/or adults. 
What a great way to support our PTO and participate in a fabulous and healthy family activity! 

• Box Tops for Education - The BoxTops program is another easy way to help the PTO raise funds 
that  support  our  school!  Simply  clip  the  BoxTops  “coupon”  from the  packages  of  products  you 
normally buy and send them in to school with your child in a bag or on a collection sheet. For every 
BoxTop collected, the Northvale PTO receives 10 cents. It sounds like a small amount, but if each 
student at Northvale Public School sent in just 10 BoxTops per month throughout the school year, 
the PTO could make $2,500 from BoxTops per year! 

 
• Casino Night -  Casino Night is the Northvale PTO’s biggest fundraiser of the year!  Mark your 

calendars for February 26th, 2016 and plan to join us at The Rockleigh for a night of food, fun, 
gambling, dancing, amazing silent auction and raffle prizes, and more! 

• Fundraising Mall - When you are shopping online at a variety of retailers, start on our website 
under the Fundraising Mall tab! Simply by clicking through from our website, the Northvale PTO 
will receive a percentage or flat donation on your purchase from the following retailers: Amazon, 
drugstore.com, Focal Price, Kmart, Kohl’s, Macy’s, OrangeOnions.com, PriceAngels, PromoDirect, 
Sears,  ShoppersChoice.com, SmartBargains.com, Walmart,  and YourBestDeals.com. It doesn’t cost 
you anything extra  but helps  to support  the PTO simply through the purchases  you are already 
making! Check it out! 

• Kids Kreations - Kids Kreations specializes in transforming original works of art into personalized 
gifts and keepsakes that families will treasure for a lifetime! Each Northvale student creates his/her 
own amazing  work  of  art.  That  art  is  then  transformed into  a  variety  of  unique  items  that  are 
available for order by the families of that student. These are great for keepsakes and/or gifts!  

• Scholastic Book Fairs  - The PTO holds two Book Fairs each year, one in the Fall and one in the 
Spring. Each classroom has the opportunity to visit the Book Fair during the school day, and students 
can pick up wonderful new books to purchase and bring home. This is a great way to support your 
student’s academic progress and continued love of reading! 
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• SCRIP - SCRIP is a great way to raise money for the Northvale PTO because it doesn’t require you 
to spend any more money than you normally spend doing your weekly shopping! The Northvale PTO 
partners with a SCRIP company that allows us to buy gift cards at a discount, and then sell them at 
face value, making a profit on each sale. You simply purchase the gift certificates for the stores you 
usually shop and then spend them like cash! There are many retail stores, grocery stores, gas stations, 
and restaurants that participate. Using SCRIP costs you absolutely nothing. These are funds you are 
already spending in the community, with or without SCRIP. SCRIP is also wonderful for purchasing 
gift cards for gifts - whether it’s for a birthday, a holiday, or teacher appreciation! More information 
on how to purchase SCRIP will be available soon! 

• Yankee Candle - The Yankee Candle fundraiser takes place in the fall of each school year. You can 
order either through a catalog or online, and the new online option makes it easy to spread the word! 
This is wonderful for holiday gift giving as all orders are delivered to the school in November. 

CONCLUSION 

Well, that sums it up! We certainly understand that this is a wealth of information and you may have 
questions that go beyond what we have addressed here. Please do not hesitate to contact one of the PTO 
Officers listed on page 2 with any additional questions.

Again, welcome to the Northvale PTO - we are genuinely glad you are here!

Sarah Kirch, President
Amy Ibrahimaj, VP of Community Affairs
Kari Sedano, VP of Fundraising
Lorraine Briguglio, Treasurer
Alma Giordano, Corresponding Secretary
KellyAnn Carney, Bylaws Officer
Aline Jamgotchian, Recording Secretary
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